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ALD. MERRIAM CALLS BLUFF SPRUNG BY HEAD
OF ILL. TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO.

Pres. Hotehkisg of the Illingls Tele-
phone & Telegrakp Co. had a big bluff
punciured belore council zas-oil
committes yesterday. Hotchkiss
shook a stiff finger st Ald. Merriam's
face and sald:

“You know, All Merriam, that
you and apy member of this commit-
tee huve been able to get any in-
formation you wanted from our com-
pany &t any time. The books wera

open and gvaliable to you and it's no
use for you to tell'this commiites

otherwige,
*] know that former publlo sarvice

were turned down repestedly when
they went to your offites for im-
portant Information.™ said Merriam.
*“The records of this pommittes will
show that It was o hard fo get at
the books of your company that we

passed an order directing your com- | making

pany to give Ferry and his aids what
they wanted. Your sttorneys, Mr.
Ettelson and Mr. Scuyler, were asked
many guestions about simple operat-
ing matters of the COmpany and they
daclined to answer”

Kempster B. Miller, tolephone en-
ginesr, will make ‘g special report to
committee In September on the Au-
tomatic phone system. Miller was
hired by the committes yesterdny at
$5,000.

He is phone engineer for receiver
in Central Union Telephone Co. fight
againat Bel monopoly. He was
recommended by Stephen Foater, the
committes’s special
torney for minority stockholders of
Central Union.  Miller's fee is §5,000.
Chicago Tunnel Co. will place that
amount in esorow. Council may de-
termine who 1 pay Miller. May
dacide it don't look good to have ex-

opinion involving millions of dol-
paid for by the tunndl company.

‘and apolled Shaw’s game of first-aid-
barrassed

counsel and at-

Benny Sunny sort of foaslsd yes-
terday. Hatﬂdntbnﬁdu'i uch of
e Chieago,

and other phone
e

He fumbled his answers. Ralph AL
Fhaw, Inwyer for bondholders, would
jump in and try to help Sunay. Chalr-
man Sitts and Ald. Utapatel broke In

to-the-em

After-Sanny adniitwd the $6,300,-
000 sale prica of Automatic
win

speach and rest the witness

when Shaw got the floor, he zald .'

Daily News editorial had su
the clty be protecied. With coms-
pany officials a plan has been worked
out “by which the price vendor pay
vendee shall nol be binding
city in mte making.”
The session was the
tended of any so far. Ald Kennedy,

i

-

Ald. MeCormick and Ald Ray, not .

members of the committee, were on
the job Hstening. Tomaz Deuther,
soc'y Greater Chicage Federation;
Harriet Vittum, pres. Woman's City
club; Morton 1. Johnsom,
Penny Phone lengue, and many
organizations that believa the oty
has forfeiture rights were at the ses-
sion vesterday.

Gas-oil committee meels sgain
Tuesday morning to hear more testi-
mony.
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